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The new government had already raised the idea of giving employees two additional days off in its coalition
agreement. The Labour Code will have to be amended accordingly to that end. A bill was consequently
introduced to that end at the end of January, and was adopted unanimously by the Chamber of Deputies
on 27 March.

9 May (Europe Day) becomes an official holiday in Luxembourg. It was in fact on 9 May 1950 that Robert
Schuman, then French minister of foreign affairs, proposed the creation of a European organization. This
speech is considered as the founding text of the construction of Europe. Less than a year later, the Treaty of
Paris founded the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) which would then ultimately lead to what we
today call the “European Union.”

Furthermore, employees will henceforth have 26 legal days off (instead of 25) for a complete year worked
on a full-time basis. This additional day off will apply automatically to employees who up till then got 25
legal days off.

Employees who already had a higher number of days off are advised to check the wording of the applicable
employment contracts, agreements and pacts to determine whether they are entitled to an additional day
off.

For the sake of simplification, the date of entry into force for the Act was fixed retroactively on 1 January
2019.
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